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STATE BUDGET 2012–13 — EFFICIENCY DIVIDEND 

615. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

Before I ask my question, I acknowledge the year 11 students from Kolbe Catholic College, in my electorate of 
Rockingham, who are here today. 

I refer to comments made by Hon Philip Gardiner, Nationals MP and Deputy Chair of the Standing Committee 
on Estimates and Financial Operations, in the other place last Thursday afternoon — 

… the committee is concerned that comments such as those made by the Premier with reference to “a 
clip around the ears” have the potential to intimidate public servants … 

(1) Did the Premier’s director general, Mr Peter Conran, meet with any directors general or CEOs over the 
past month in relation to public comments concerning budget cuts or efficiency dividends? 

(2) Were directors general instructed not to answer questions in relation to any inquiries concerning budget 
cuts or efficiency dividends and told to refer any such inquiries to their ministers? 

(3) Were directors general advised not to follow the police commissioner’s lead and release information 
concerning positions not to be filled or requests for additional funding? 

(4) Did the Premier direct Mr Conran to have such a meeting? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
First, I also welcome the Speaker from the Cook Islands to our Parliament. 
(1)–(4) I am not quite sure exactly what Hon Philip Gardiner said; the report I think I heard was along the lines 

that “the Premier said that the police commissioner deserved a clip over the ears”. If that is what he 
said, that was incorrect. I said on radio that what he received was “a clip over the ears”—perhaps not 
the best-thought-out comment, but what you see is what you get with me, so I made that comment.  
With respect to senior public servants reporting or appearing before parliamentary committees, they do 
have an obligation to answer questions honestly and fully, and I support that. Where I perhaps may 
differ is when an issue of policy arises. When an issue of policy arises, those questions are better 
directed to the minister, and that is part of our Westminster system.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Policy being anything that might embarrass the government.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, policy is quite clear. I think that any director general, any senior public servant and I 
would hope every member of Parliament would know the distinction between answering a parliamentary 
question on matters of fact and engaging in, or ranging into, policy issues.  

In the case of policing, obviously the commissioner has responsibility for the operational work of the police, and 
government does not interfere in that, nor should it, as part of, again, the fundamental Westminster system. But 
issues about funding for police and policy on law and order lie with both the police minister and the Attorney 
General—where they should lie.  
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